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Meeting MINUTES
Chemical Hygiene Committee
Date | time 10/26/2022 1:30 PM | Location Zoom
In Attendance
Mark Woods, Chemistry Professor (Chair)| Scott Jaqua, Asst. Director of EHS, RSO, CHO | Lindsay Henderson, Laboratory Safety Specialist and Biosafety Officer | Shuvasree Ray, Chemistry Professor | Kim Brown, Biology Professor | Rolf Koenenkamp, Physics Professor | Annette Dietz, CEE Professor | Becca Wilson-Ounekeo, ESM Lab Manager | Xavier Oberlander, Art Program Assistant | Kaleb Hood, Student Representative from MME | Ben Perkins, Geology Professor | Nic Meier, Chemistry Stockroom Manager (SRTC) | 
Absent
Jen Morse, ESM Professor | Mike Wendel, Biology Teaching Lab Manager | Shannon Roth, Director, Research Integrity & Compliance Operations | Emma Duehr Mitchell, COTA Workshops Coordinator |
5/18/23 Introductions and Meeting Minutes Approval
Narrative:
· With this being the first meeting of the school year, introductions were made. Annette (faculty member from CEE) will be stepping in to serve on the committee this year while Elliott Gall is on sabbatical.
· Rolf will be retiring at the end of this calendar year, which will require a new search for a Physics faculty member.
· Mark asked the committee to review the meeting minutes from 5/18/23. Once reviewed, the committee unanimously approved them with no corrections needed.
Lab Incident Review (5/18-10/26/23)
Narrative:
· Lindsay presented the lab incidents that have been reported since 5/18/23.
· The first near-miss involved a faculty member bringing an unopened bottle of perchloric acid to the stockroom to see if he could donate it. He was wearing no PPE (though he might have had at least one glove) and only had the bottle wrapped in a green spill pad.
· It is preferred that waste is not carried through the hallway. Placing a work order for pick up is ideal.
· The second incident involved a Dewar tank imploding that contained a small amount of dry ice. This resulted in shattered glass everywhere in the fume hood. The person was placing the dry ice in the Dewar tank and before they could even finish, it imploded. Fortunately, they were wearing their PPE and no one was injured
· Since this was the second time this exact incident has happened in a short period, Nic and Lindsay added a section in the monthly lab safety training on Dewar safety/inspection.
· Chemistry stockroom has instituted a more rigorous inspection of used equipment that is slated to be redistributed for lab use.
· The third incident involved a cut from shattered glass after a student was removing a vacuum tube from a fritted filter funnel. First aid from within the lab was needed.
· The fourth incident involved a burn from a hot bottle that shattered in the microwave.
· Going forward, caps should not be used in the process for microwaving solutions.
· A reminder was also noted that there are several shower kits (containing scrubs and towels) for incidents where a clothing substitute is needed. Chemistry stockroom(s) have one and EHS office does as well.
· The fifth incident was another cut from broken glass. This scenario involved glassware washing while wearing full PPE. First aid within the lab was required.
Action Items:
· EHS may need to look into purchasing additional scrubs to be restocked in a few of the shower kits.
Lab Incident Placard Finalization
Narrative:
· Lindsay presented the most updated version of the lab incident placard to go up in lab spaces on campus to the committee. This version was created after the committee’s discussion last May.
· The committee voted unanimously to approve the placard with no further changes.
Action Items:
· The lab placard was approved by the committee and Lindsay will print and begin to place these in labs over the Winter break.
Section 8 of the CHP (continued discussion)
Narrative:
· After the meeting in May, based on the committee’s comments, the CHC executive committee worked on updating section 8 of the CHP. Mark reviewed these changes and updates with the committee.
· After a brief discussion, the committee approved of the proposed changes and agreed that they make it easier to read and use.
· The committee unanimously voted to approve and adopt section 8 to the CHP. 
Action Items:
· The committee approved section 8 of the CHP and Lindsay will work to get it updated on the website prior to the next committee meeting.
Other Items
Narrative:
· The committee looked at the pie chart created from all of the *reported* incidents over the last two years.
· Going forward, how to best communicate about incidents to those outside of the committee?
· Lindsay discussed the brief updates to the service animals in the lab policy and asked the committee to provide any additional comments/feedback directly to the document.
· The interim Director of the DRC has been very motivated to get this policy in place prior to their departure. Lindsay will be meeting with them at least one more time to finalize any potential changes proposed by the committee.
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